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1 . ON MARCH 3, EMBASSY RECIVED PERSONAL VISIT PROM KIN SAM- 
DONG ELDERLY MOTHER OP KIM SANG-GUN, AND ANOTHER RELATIVE. 

THEY LEFT A PETITION HANDWRITTEN BY MRS. KIM, EMBASSY TRANS- 
LATION OP WHICH FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: RESPECTED AMBASSADOR: I AM THANKFUL TO YOU, 

MR. AMBASSADOR, WHO ARE WOKING SO HARD FOR THE UNITED STATES 
AND OUR COUNTRY. I AM SORRY TO TROUBLE YOU WITH A PAMILY 
PROBLEM WHEN YOU ARE SO BUSY. I AM THE MOTHER OP KIM SANG-GUN, 

WHO WORKED AT THE KOREAN EMBASSY IN THE UNITED STATES 

AS A COUNSELOR UNTIL HE STOPPED WRITING. I DON'T KNOW WHY, 

BUT HE, WHO HAD LONG WORKED ABROAD AND WHO IS MY OLDEST SON, 

AND WHO USED TO COMMUNICATE WITH ME PREQUENTLY BY TELE- 
PHONE AND LETTER, HAS NOT BEEN HEARD PROM SINCE NOBEMBER. 

ALTER THAT, ONE DAY AN EMPLOYEE PROM THE COMPANY (SIC) 

WHERE MY SON WORKS VISITED ME AND TOLD ME THAT HE COULD NOT 
MEET (MY SON), NO MATTER HOW HARD HE TRIED. NEVERTHELESS, 

I WAITED, DAY BY DAY, WITH OPEN EYES, UNABLE TO SLEEP. AT 
THE THOUGHT THAT I, WHO AM OLD AND NEARLY 70, MAY BREATHE 
MY LAST IN THIS WORLD WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO SEE MY SON, IT 
SEEMS THAT THE HEAVENS ARE CAVING IN (ON ME). IS IT TRUE 
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THAT MY SON HAS NOT RETURNED PROM AMERICA BECAUSE HE DOES 
NOT WANT TO RETURN TO HIS MOTHER? OR IS SOMEONE KEEPING 
MY SON IN AMERICA; I WISH I KNEW. IT IS STRANGE INDEED THAT 
I CANNOT LEARN PROM MY SON WHERE HE IS IN AMERICA, WHICH IS 
NOT A BAD COUNTRY, BUT A GOOD (ONE). 

I AM APPEALING TO YOU, MR. AMBASSADOR, TO PIND MY SON, 

BECAUSE I WANT TO SEE HIM AND MEET HIM, AND I WOULD LIKE TO 
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HEAR FROM HIM AS TO HOW HE IS (GETTING ALONG). I UNDERSTAND 
THAT AMERICA IS A LARGE COUNTRY AND A COUNTRY FULL OF 
UNDERSTANDING.THEY SAY THAT, WHEN OUR EMBASSY REQUESTED 
OF THE AMERICANS AN INTERVIEW WITH MY SON, THEY COULD NOT 
MEET HIM; WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? WHY IS IT THAT IN THE 
UNITED STATES, WHICH THEY CALL THE NATION MOST FRIENDLY 
AND CLOSEST TO OUR COUNTRY, THEY DON'T TELL US NEWS OF 
A PERSON SINCERELY? AREN'T THEY ALLOWING THE PERSONS 
IN OUR EMBASSY TO MEET (HIM)? MR. AMBASSADOR, I WOULD BE 
TRULY GRATEFUL IFYOU WOULD UNDERSTAND MY FEELINGS AND 
LISTEN TO MY (PLEA). PLEASE RETURN MY SON TO ME. IF THAT 
IS DIFFICULT FOR YOU, PLEASE TELL ME WHERE HE IS, AND 
ARRANGE FOR ME TO HEAR OF HIM. TRULY, I APPEAL TO YOU WITH 
MY TEARS. IN ANY EVENT, I WISH BLESSINGS FOR YOUR FAMILY 
AND HEALTH FOR YOU. MARCH , 1977. KIM SAM-DONG, MOTHER 
OF KIM SANG-GUN. END TEXT 

3. EMBASSY BELIEVES ABOVE TEXT SHOULD BE TRANSMITTED TO KIM 
SANG-GUN. WE ALSO WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION 
ON DISPOSITION OF CASE WE SHOULD HAVE FOR FORMULATION OF 
REPLY. OUR PRESENT INTENT WOULD BE TO REPLY SIMPLY ALONG 
LINES PRESS GUIDANCE WE HAVE RECEIVED. WE WOULD OF COURSE BE 
HAPPY IN ADDITION TO TRANSMIT ANY MESSAGE MR. KIM MYA HAVE 
FOR HIS MOTHER. 

4. INCIDENTLY, THIS IS FIRST EMBASSY HAS HEARD OF THIS 
CASE SINCE DECEMBER. STERN 
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